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of the different schemes of education that
have held the field in France within the
last two hundred years. He begins with
" France of the Ancient Regime/'

Education in France under the ancient
regime was neither universal nor compulsory
nor free. What little of it there was, was
imparted by priests and monks, and was
mainly confined to the well-born boy or
girl. We are told that " the little aristocrats,
worldly as they were, were subject to a
certain amount of religious and intellectual
education. But the dancing master was
conspicuous as a practical teacher. The
training that he gave . . . paved the way to
social success, to pensions, advancement
and power at court/' Then came the
Revolution, the forces let loose by which
were used by Napoleon for his personal
glory and aggrandizement. It was his aim
to make the latter identical with national
glory. " What the French want/' said he,
" is glory and the satisfaction of their
vanity; as for liberty, of that they have
no conception/' Thus the spirit of the
era centred around the personality of the
great conqueror, who could turn the
of the French people into realities*
militaristic and Imperialistic, but